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PENETRATING DAMP

OCCURRENCE

® Penetration of water through the building walls over a outer lea

period of time.

Usually occurs at high level through walls or roofs.

I

Almost always the result of defective construction or

damage/ decay in older homes
® Sources include:

m blocked gutters or down pipes;

m defective flashings around chimneys, flues and

foul waste vent pipes;

m external wall cavities bridged by rubbish or mortar
droppings in cavity, which catch on wall ties.

IDENTIFICATION

® Localised areas of damp or saturation of walls or

ceilings.

® Beware, though, as this can also be caused by water
leaks — check for these first and before calling a
professional surveyor or builder.

REMEDIES

® Repairs will generally need to be made by a roofing

contractor or builder.
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‘Water leaks onto cavity face
of outer leaf through cracks

between bricks and mortar,

mainly at perpends

Capillary action through
maortar obhstruction

Wall tie sloping downwards,
drip touching inner leaf

Water runs down inner leaf
to lower mortar joint

Large moriar obstruction
sheds water onto inner leaf

Water splashes off extruded
bed joints onto inner leaf

Accumulated mortar

0 | droppings in foofings above
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How rain can cross an unfilled cavity

For further help why not contact us at the Energy Advice Centre, 51 High Street, (Opposite Nero's). We
are open between 10-4pm Monday - Friday, 10-1pm Saturday. Telephone: 07811 462 659
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